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CLINICAL LECTURES. 


Clinical Lecture on certain Rare Forms 
of Disease connected with Syphilis.—By 
Jonataan Hurcuinson, F. R.C.S., Sur. 
geon to the London Hospital, &c. 

GENTLEMEN: I sometimes feel almost 
annoyed at being compelled so very fre- 
quently to prescribe iodide of potassium. 
We go from bed to bed, and to cases 
apparently of the most different kind, and 
for almost one in every three I am obliged 
to dictate the same prescription.' Iodide of 
potassium in large doses, generally in 
combination with ammonia, and sometimes 
with the bichloride of mercury, seems to 
be the panacea for almost a majority of our 
eases of chronic disease. Here is a man 
with convergent squint and double vision: 
he has come up from Cornwall to be treated, 

* In mentioning this proportion, I of course 


allude only to our wards for chronic disease, and 
do not include those for accidents. 





vestigate his case, and pronounce the diag- 
nosis of syphilitic paralysis of his right sixth 
nerve, A man, a few beds lower down, 
came in on account of a pain in his heel, 
which had resisted all treatment for 
months, and prevented him from either 
working in the day or sleeping at night. 
He, too, looked quite healthy; but, on 
probing his symptoms and history, I gave 
a syphilitic diagnosis, and, what is more, - 
confirmed it by quickly curing him. A 
woman was admitted six weeks ago with 
numerous large ulcers on the legs, and 
some also on her arms. She had scors of 
former ulcers about her knees; and the 
multiplicity of the sores-and the worm- 
eaten character of their edges confirmed 
the suspicion formed at first glance. She, 
like the former patient, had had much 
previous treatment without result, and got 
well most rapidly under our favourite pre- 
scription. There is a boy in Talbot Ward 
with ascites, and with a liver which reaches 
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below his navel, and with hard periosteal 
nodes on almost every long bone in his 
body. His sister was also here not long 
ago, suffering from nodes; and his mother 
1 have repeatedly had under care during 
the last fifteen years, for various forms of 
constitutional syphilis. We have also in 
the same ward two men suffering from 
chronic enlargement of the testis, which 
we attribute to the same almost ubiquitous 
taint. One of them is already nearly well; 
and the other, I have no doubt, will soon 
be so. 

If we go down stairs to the women’s 
ward, we shall find some most interesting 
cases. There is Mrs. G., the unfortunate 
wife of a very dissolute sea-captain. She 
came into the hospital in order to have her 
sight improved by an artificial pupil, in 
consequence of adhesions, etc, One of her 
eyes is shrunk, soft, and collapsed; and 
she has, or rather had, the pupil of the 
other eye almost wholly closed by lymph. 
I have made her an artificial pupil, and she 
sees as much better as we could expect. 
You will notice that she speaks thickly ; 
uses her limbs awkwardly; and although 
not yet even middle-aged, looks as ifshe were 
entering on second childhood. Her history 
is that of a case of subacute syphilitic in- 
flammation of the pia mater. She first 
came under my observation more than a 
year ago, at the Moorfields Hospital, for 
most acute double iritis, and covered with 
-syphilitic rash. The pupils were already 
closed with lymph, and she was already 
salivated. We adopted the treatment 
which seemed best; but, as you see, only 
with very partial results as regards her 
eyesight. In her right eye. choroiditis and ; 
inflammation of the vitreous body after- 
wards set in; and the eye ultimately be- 
came soft, and then shrunken, as it now is 
After this, she became exceedingly nervous, 
could not sleep at nights, and was at length 
laid up at home with delirium. She was 
now for some weeks under private care 
with a form of mania; all her limbs became 
weak and tremulous; and, when she re- 
covered, those of her left side were weaker 
than the others. As syphilitic inflamma- 
tion often attacks the choroid coat of the 
eye, there is no reason why it should not 
affect the vascular membrane of the brain; 
and to suppose that it did so in this instance 
would well account for all her symptoms, 

In the same ward is a girl aged 15, 





e i 
whom we admitted a week ago, with large, 


ragged-edged, very deep ulcers on the back 
of one leg. They are ulcets of a character 
which, if seen in an adult,. you would at 
once pronounce to be those of tertiary 
syphilis. And, in confirmation of that 
view, she has an induration in front of one 
tibia. The girl is, however, only fifteen ; 
and she has had these ulcers for several 
years. The disease in her is congenital ; 
and she shows, in order to help us to this 
opinion, one of the most typical sets of 
teeth that I have ever seen. You will note 
that her physiognomy would not have led 
us to suspect her, for there is nothing very 
peculiar in it. The bridge of her nose-is 
not flattened; her forehead is not protube- 
rant; nor are there any scars of fissures 
about her mouth. Her teeth, however, tell 
the tale, and are so characteristically mal- 
formed that I should venture a positive 
opinion without other evidence. You will 
watch the effect of specific treatment upon 
her ulcers. I will ask you to observe that 
the ulcers are clearly not due to mere 
ordinary cachexia, for the girl looks 
healthy; and, should they be well under 
iodide of potassium in a few weeks, I shall 
then ask you to remember that they had 
existed for several years before she came 
here. 

I have only mentioned about a third of 
the curious forms of constitutional syphilis 
at present under our care. You will ob- 
serve that I omit all primary and secondary 
forms of disease. Those which we shall 
at present consider are such only as occur 
at long periods after the original disease, 
and come into the category of late tertiary 
affections. Our knowledge of this latter 
class has of late years very much improved, 
and we are now able to recognize many as 
such which formerly we did not know; and, 
I am glad to add, we are able to exclude 
some from suspicion which were formerly 
much suspected. 

The feeling of annoyance to which I 
adverted, as sometimes arising when one is 
obliged over and over again to prescribe 
the same specific, has its origin in a doubt 
and a fear—a doubt of one’s own accuracy 
of judgment; and, secondly, a fear of the 
criticisms of others. A sort of fear arises 
as to whether, after all the suggestions now 
and then made, ‘‘ Oh, he is riding his 
hobby—he sees syphilis in everything,’ 
may not have some foundation in truth. 
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Now, this self-mistrust is very natural and? stages; practically, everything that comes 
very useful in its proper place, but let me| lar than two years afier the infecting sore. 
warn you not to let it go too far; and, asi The exanthematic stage usually occurs 
regards the criticisms of others, let me beg’ within two months of the original sore, 
you not to allow them to influence your} and is rarely protracted beyond the year. 
judgment one iota. There is not i da will, however, to give good margin, 
shadow of a doubt that the syphilitic virus}say two years. After this, the disease 
is capable of producing effects at extremely § appears to have no stages ; periods of entire 
remote periods, and after long intervals of} latency, of the most variable lengths, may 
apparently good health. There is not the;oceur. The symptoms which show them- 
least doubt, further, that this virus is very ; selves are irregular, and subject to repeated 
widely diffuséd amongst all clases of the{ relapses afier cure by treatment. Between 
community. We must, therefore, expect; the secondary and tertiary symptoms, an 
to encounter its results very frequently, interval of health, often of several years, 
and under very varied circumstances. Our} and it may be of many, supervenes. 
duty in this matter is to find out with? The second cardinal doctrine, as regards 
accuracy, amongst the great variety of}tertiary disease, is what I have just ad- 
chronic maladies which come before us,}verted to: that it may be latent. By 
which are syphilitic and which are not.‘ latent, I mean that it may be entirely con- 
Upon our success in diagnosis will eg onremneg The patient may appear to be in 
our success in treatment. There is 80; robust health ; may not show the slightest 
room for joking scepticism. It is a simple; trace of a symptom; may even marry and 
question of fact. My patient presents a‘ beget healthy children; and yet the dis- 
_form of disease which we know must have‘ ease may reappear. Ina recent lecture, I 
had some cause. We know, further, that} brought forward a case in which the period 
the syphilitic taint is a cause quite capable, latency had been twenty years; and I 
in some instances, of producing a similar ; shall have to mention several others, in 
result ; and we want to find out by collateral; which it has been nearly as long. The 
evidence whether that cause is in mers bern of latency are even more 
here. And, if it should so turn out that we} wonderful in respect to inherited than they 
are obliged, after painstaking investigation, ) are in regard to acquired disease. 
to believe in the presence and efficiency of? Thirdly,.1 wish to insist that it is very 
that special cause in five out of every’common for married women to acquire a 
twenty patients, it cannot be helped. Wesconstitutional taint, without having ever 
want truth; and, if that is the truth, weShad primary or secondary disease, and, 
must take it and act on it. A good means; therefore, without either themselves or 
of checking our own conclusions is always theit husbands having the slightest suspi- 
at hand. I allude to the results of treat- i as to what has happened. This occurs 
ment. In most cases of tertiary syphilis,;in women who have borne children to 
the consequence of acquired disease, the ‘syphilitic husbands, and who have imbibed 
effects of specific treatment are most prompt ; from the fluids of the foetus the poisonous 
and definite. Unfortunately, it is not so in; material. We will call this ‘Syphilis by 
a few, especially in those which concern { conception.” 
the nervous system; and it is not so in} Lastly, we must remark, that it is very 
many which are consequent on inherited {possible for a patient to have primary 
taint. In these, the efficacy of specific {syphilis, and never be aware of it. Ina 
treatment is often but ill marked. woman, this may easily be. A small 
Before proceeding to relate cases in {indurated chancre causes very little irrita- 
detail, there are three-or four doctrines } tion, and is perhaps never suspected to be 
regarding syphilis which have of late years} of any consequence. Jt so happens, that 
fought their way to general belief, to which } the sore most likely to infect gives the least 
I must ask your especial attention. local annoyance; and many an inexperi- 
The first of these is, that tertiary syphilis enced man will allow a sore of this kind to 
may, and often does, last through a pereon’s } go on without treatment, and afterwards, in 
life. By tertiary syphilis we mean all}good faith, assure his surgeon that he has 
forms of specific disease occurring subse- 3 ‘‘never had a chancre.’’ But there are 
quently to the primary and exanthematic {cases even yet more difficult to explain, in 
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which even a practised eye never finds the 
infecting sore. I have more than once or 
twice known it to happen, that surgeons or 
medical students, who came under treat- 
ment for secondary forms of disease, and 
who made not the slightest attempt at 
secrecy, assured me that they had never 
been aware that they had primary sores. 

The chief lesson to be drawn from these 
various sources of fallacy in the histories 
we receive is, that the surgeon must learn, 
by widely extended practice, to trust to his 
own eyes for a diagnosis. The importance } 
of being independent of what our patients 
may tell us can scarcely be exaggerated in 
this matter. Not only will it save us from 
being misled by erroneous statements, but 
it will in some cases save the necessity for 
asking annoying and painful questions. 

We will now proceed with some clinical 
illustrations of our remarks. 

Latent Syphilis. An Interval of Eight 
Years without Symptoms, the Patient 
enjoying Robust Health. Ulcerative De- 


: 


struction of the Palate, with Psoriasis of 
the Backs of the Hands. Wendon Daweon,: 
aged 30, a dark complexioned man, looking 


much older. 

Nine years ago, he had a sore. He was 
then in the navy; went into Chatham 
Hospital; ‘‘ took mercury pills, and was 
salivated freely.”’ He had a bubo in one 
groin, which suppurated and remained 
open for two months. He left the hospital 
after six weeks, and took no more medi- 
cine. He recollects that he had a eore- 
throat ; but does not remember any rash. 

On leaving the hospital, he went on 
board ship again ; and had good health and 
remained quite well. Three years later, 
he married. His wife has never conceived, 
and haa remained in perfect health. Very 
soon after he married, he had ‘‘ yellow 
jaundice,’’ and was very ill for a week or 
more; he was at home a month. 

About a year ago, his throat began to be 
sore; and six months after this, sore patches 
showed themselves on the backs of his 
hands. He has only been under treatment 
for these affections for about two months. 
During the interval since bis discharge from 
the Chatham Hospital, with the exception 
of the attack of jaundice, he has enjoyed 
good health; and has been wholly free 
from symptoms; ‘‘never lost a single 
day’s work.’’ We questioned him most 
closely, and could not make out that he 
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had had any suspicious symptoms what- 
ever. 

January 13th, 1864, The subject of the 
above notes was sent to me by Mr. Swales, 
of Sheerness. He is now cachectic, and 
speaks in a hoarse whisper. His soft 
palate is extensively destroyed by ulcera- 
tion, which is still spreading; his breath 
has the fetor of diseased bone. The backs 
of his hands and wrists are covered by 
patches of psoriasis, with fissures and peel- 
ing of epidermis, just like the common 
psoriasis palmaris. There is not a single 
patch in either palm. There are two or 
three similar patches on each cheek. 

The man states that he has never had 
any venereal disease since the one de- 
scribed nine years ago, and there is not the 
least reason to doubt his statement. Let 
us note, also, that, although salivated in 
the first instance, he has never needed any 
medicine since, except during the last few 
months. 

Under abont two months’ treatment, this _ 
patient got quite well as regards his throat ; 
and his psoriasis, although not cured, was 
much benefited. ; 

In the next case, we have again phage- 
deena of the throat; bat its chief interest 
attaches to the fact that the man has entirely 
lost his hearing, With regard to the throat, 
I may, however, here ask your attention to 
the difference between the secondary and 
tertiary forms of disease as they occur in it. 
In the secondary stage, the inflammation is 
always superficial, and always ends in 
cicatrization, without noticeable loss, 
Indeed, excepting in the tonsil itself, there 
is rarely any ulceration. On the velum 
palati and pharynx, it is rather inflamma- 
tory swelling than ulceration. All the 
deeply ulcerative or phagedenic affections 
of the throat occur years after the primary 
disease, and are tertiary. Of this, both the 
cases before us are examples. 

Case of Syphilitic Cerebral Deafness. 
We have, in a man now in Talbot Ward, 
an interesting example of deafness in con- 
nection with constitutional syphilis. The 
man is utterly deaf, so that we have to 
communicate with him by writing. He 
was admitted a few weeks ago for syphilitic 
ulceration of the soft palate, which, under 
the influence of iodide of potassium, is 
rapidly getting well. 

His history is briefly this. He. had 
chancres six years ago, and again three 

, 
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years ago; on the latter occasion, with ! 
suppurated buboes. He bas been salivated | 


for various symptoms two or three times. 
About twenty months ago, his hearing , 
began to fail, and he had singing noises in 
his ears. There was no pain in his ears, 
nor any discharge from them. He had 
however, a good dea) of pain in his head 
In the course of a month from the begin- 
ning, he tells us, that he had got as deaf as 
he is now. Mark the very rapid progress 
of the affection. Both ears were involved 


from the beginning ; but one more than the | 


other; indeed, he still pretends to be able 
to hear a little in one, though which it is 
might puzzle you to find out. He had no 
sore-throat at the time. He was salivated 
on account of the deafness ; but it did him 
no good. Nearly a year later, he had a 
severe illness, of which some of the chief 
symptoms were giddiness and great pain in 
his head. -He had, also, swellings in his 
scalp. Double vision, with dilatation of 
the pupil of the right eye, followed (paresis 


| 
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nerve-trunks or the nerve-centres. If it 
depended upon disease of the tympanum or 
/external ear, or even of the internal ear 
‘itself, it is improbable that it would be 
complete on both sides. The speculum, 
' also, gives us great help; for it shows us 
that, in each of our patient’s ears, the 
membrana tympani is not in the least 
damaged. ‘The external ear is, on each 
side, remarkably clean; not a vestige of 
wax or of epidermic accumulation obstructs 
our view, and the dry bluish-white mem- 
brana tympani, with the handle of the 
malleus attached, can be inspected without 
the slightest difficulty. His history quite 
fits with this state of things; for he never 
had either pain or discharge from the ears. 
It is possible that there might be some ob- 
struction of the Eustachian tubes; but this 
is improbable, since it would not explain 
utter and symmetrical deafness; and we 
have the fact, that his throat did not begin 
to be sore til! long after the loss of hearing. 

Thus, then, we are brought, by the 


| 
| 





of right third nerve). For this he was again method of exclusion, to our original conjec- 
salivated, and his eye or rather his third ‘ture, that the nerve of hearing must be the 
nerve, quite recovered. Lastly, oie ht damaged. Now, it is possible that 


three months ago, he was attacked withthe auditory nerve might be pressed upon 


syphilitic phagedeena of the velum palati,’ by effusion from the periosteum in the 
for the remains of which he now comes auditory canal ; but this hypothesis, in the 
under our care. You may observe that the ; present instance, I reject, for two reasons : 
velum is very extensively destroyed ; but it : 


‘first, that the disorder is so symmetrical ; 





ia now rapidly healing. In other respects, 
he seems tolerably well ; but his complexion 
is pale and earthy. 

It is a point of great interest and import- 
ance to determine, if we can, upon what 
his deafness depends. Although diseases 
of the eye, leading to greater or less of 
damage to the function of sight, are common 
enough in syphilis, yet with the ear it is 
quite different. Cases like the present are, 
I believe, exceedingly rare. Now, in re- 
spect to the organ of sight, we have syphi- 
litic disease of very different parts, In- 
flammation of the iris is the most common ; 
next to it come inflammations:of the cho- 
roid and retina; and, lastly, disease either 
of the optic nerves themselves, or of the 
centres from which they arise in the brain. 
The former may greatly damage the func- 
tion, but they rarely quite destroy it; the 
Jatter not unfrequently lead to complete 
blindness. The fact that the poor fellow 
before us is almost absolutely deaf, is suffi- 
cient, therefore, in itself, to excite a suspi- 
cion that his disease involves either the 


and, dly, that if the portio mollis were 
so compressed, the portio dura would, in 
all probability, suffer likewise ; whereas, as 
you see, it has wholly escaped. My belief 
is, therefore, that the real cause of the 
lesion is syphilitic disease of those portions 
of the brain, medulla oblongata, and cere- 
bellum, from which the auditory nerve 
arises. It is probably analogous to amau- 
rosis, with white atrophy of the optic 
nerves, consequent on changes in the 
corpora quadrigemina, You will note that 
other symptoms from which the man has 
suffered favour this opinion. He has had a 
prolonged illness, attended~by giddiness; 
and he has suffered much from pain in his 
head and noises in hig ears. He has even 
had paralysis of a special nerve (right third), 
from which he has recovered. 

Now, although syphilitic deafness from 
cerebral disease is very rare in the ac- 
quired form of the disease, it is far from 
being so in that which is inherited. In my 
little work on Syphilitic Diseases of the 
Eye and Ear,I have described a form o 
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deafness almost the exact counterpart of} was established, and they lived about half 
that from which our present patient hasan hour. One of these infants “ was of the 
suffered; and ending, as in him, after a’ finest features, perfectly white, and would 
short course, in utter extinction of the ; have done honour to an American mother; 
special sense. Of this I have adduced; while the other was of the true African 
numerous instances; but all were in the build, black as ebony, enormously thick 
subjects of inherited syphilis. I had not‘ lips, curly hair, or wool, and O! such long 
then seen a single well-marked example in ‘ heels !’’ 
acquired syphilis. A similar remark may | Each child had its placenta and accom- 
be made in reference to cerebral amaurosis, § panying envelope. 
which we not very unfrequently meet with; — _ 
in the subjects of inherited disease, but only Cuisoim’s Manual of Military Surgery 
rarely in those who have acquired the taint ' for the Use of Surgeons in the Confederate 
de novo, * States Army.—It appears from the notices 
It may, perhaps, not be without its}in the (London] Medical Times and Ga- 
interest, if I read to you the notes of the ! zette, Oct. 29th, 1864, that a third edition 
last case I have seen of syphilitic cerebral of Dr.Chisolm’s Manual has been published. 
amaurosis. It was one of the best marked? We make an extract or two from this 
that I have ever had an opportunity of in- ; notice which may interest our readers :— 
vestigating. You will notice some points} ‘‘ After three years of bitter experience,’ 
of close analogy between what we may {says Dr. Chisolm, ‘‘ we are only now learn- 
designate syphilitic cerebral deafness and ; ing the art of war ;’’ and to this art all the 
syphilitic cerebral blindness. In both the available male population is serving its ap- 
progress is rapid and usually eymmetrical, | prenticeship. In most countries, as Dr. 
and in both the extinction of function ia Chisolm confesses, the recruiting depart- 
mostly complete. In both, a few other; ment endeavours to select fitmen; but in 
slight cerebral symptoms are usually pre- ; the Confederate States the instructions are 
sent, such as ringing in the ears, giddiness, ; to ‘‘ allow no one capable of performing 
etc. ; and in both, there is a remarkable} any duty to escape, rather than to select 
absence of any symptoms referable to the} men for their physical perfection.” Entire’ 
external organ of the special sense. Let} districts have thus given up their available 
me add, that both are most intractable} male population—the only men left behind 
under treatment. You will notice that} being the old, decrepit, maimed, and dis- 
each of our patients had been salivated,; eased. But, as Dr. Chisolm plainly shows 
the one for impending blindness due to} us, this system does not work well: ‘“‘ Many 
inherited syphilis, the other for impending { totally unfit for military duty are forced 
deafness due to acquired syphilis; and in} into the ranks.’’ Hence they go to the 
neither did this measure retard the course } hospitals, and there they are a burden and 
of the disease. I have witnessed a similar } expense to their country, which they would 
failure in many other cases ; cases, too, in} have served far more effectually if allowed 
which: there was no doubt whatever as to} to have continued labouring in their usual 
the diagnosis, Iodide of potassium, in these cqvicalyyenl or mechanical ocompatiane, 
affections, is a far more reliable remedy ° be 
than is mercury.—Brit. Med, Journ., Sept.; “‘ When they have good clothing,” says 
3, 1864. Dr.Chisolm, “the Confederates enjoy better 
health in the bivouac than under tents.’’ 
But how is this clothing to be had? Dr. 
MEDICAL NEWS. Chisolm says deliberately that ‘‘ it was only 
by a general appropriation of clothing found 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. on battle-fields that many of our soldiers 
Twins—one white, the other a negro.— {were made comfortable.’’ In like manner 
Dr. Isaac Smith, Jr., late Ass. Surg. 26th ; he does not conceal the deficiency of articles 
Mass., states (Boston Med. and Surg. Jl.,: of food. The Government aliowances to 
Nov. 24th, 1864) that he delivered. a negress}the troops of meat, biscuit, vegetables, 
about 30 years of age, at the seventh} whiskey, tea, coffee, are most liberal; but 
month of utero-gestation, of twins, each } alas! they are like the liberal allowance of 
about 12 inches in length. Respiration {an Irish nobleman to his son: they exist 
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on paper, but are not given, for the very 
obvious reason that they are not to be had. 
The rations are, in fact, beef or bacon and 
flour; and on these, says Dr. Chisolm, the 
hardy Confederate veterans preserve a 
robust health. 

Osirvary Recorp.—Killed, at the[Battle 
of Cepar Creex, Oct. 19th, 1864, Col. 
Joszern Txpsurn, lately commanding the 
1st Division in the army of West Virginia 

Col. Thoburn, before the rebellion, was 
a practising physician in Wheeling, Va., 
and his medical brethren at a public meet- 
ing have paid the following tribute to his 
memory:— 

At a meeting of the members of the 
Medical Profession of Wheeling, held at 
the Court House, on Saturday evening the 
22d inst., Dr. A. S. Todd was called to the 
Chair, and Dr, J. W. Bates appointed Sec- 
retary. 

The object of the meeting was stated to 
be the adoption of resolutions of respect for 
the character and memory of Dr. Joseph 
Thoburn, late a Colonel in the service of 
the United States, whereupon the following 
preamble and resolutions were unanimous- 
ly adopted :— 

Whereas, It has pleased the All-Wise 
Disposer of events to remove from earth 
Dr. Josep TuHosurn, a Colonel in the 
service of the United States, commanding a 
Division in the army of West Virginia, and 

Whereas, The Medical Fraternity of 
Wheeling, deeply deploring the loss of a 
friend and brother, with whom, for many 
years, they were intimately and agreeably 
associated in the practice of medicine, feel 
it to be due alike to his memory, and to 
the profession of which he was a member, 
that we should bear our testimony to the 
strict integrity, uprightness and honoura- 
ble bearing which at all times character- 
ized him as a man and a physician, and 

Whereas, We feel it also due to his 
character as a military commander—as a 
soldier in the cause of the Union—that we 
should express our admiration of that cour- 
age, skill, and unwavering fidelity with 
which, on many bloody fields, he proved 
his love for and devotion to the Union, 
in the defence of which he sacrificed his 
life; therefore, 

Resolved, That in the death of Dr. Tho- 
burn the Medical Profession has lost a 
member eminently worthy their respect and 





love; whose sobriety, modesty, skill, kind- 
ness and delicacy of feeling, gave evidence 
of those qualities of mind and heart by which 
all the best and most eminent men of our 
profession have been distinguished. 

Resolved, That by the decease of Col. 
Thoburn the country has lost a citizen 
who was indeed a_patriot—intelligent, 
unselfish, and true; zealously devoted to 
those great principles which have brought 
to us inestimable blessings and privileges, 
which we can only hope to preserve by the 
perpetuity of the Union ; and the army has 
lost a brave, gallant, and skilful officer, who, 
had his life been spared, there is every 
reason to believe, would have fully jus- 
tified the high opinion entertained of him 
by those who knew him best, and who had 
watched with interest the progress of his 
military career, 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing 
preamble and resolutions be, presented to 
the family of the deceased, and furnished 
for publication to the city papers. 

Dr. Hupp having read to the meeting 
some memoranda embracing the chief in- 
cidents in the life of the deceased, it was 

Resolved, That he be requested to use 
them in preparing a brief biographical 
sketch of Col. Thoburn for publication. 

A. 8. Topp, Chairman. 

W. J. Batss, Sec’y. 
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Another Cure for Itch.—Dr. Le Caur 
recommends the cure of itch by the plea- 
sant application of aromatic vinegar, He 
has for years employed this simple economic 
remedy, with constant success. The vinegar ~ 
should be rubbed in with a roughish sponge. 
Four or five frictions generally effect a 
cure. A warm bath will remove any 
erythema which may arise. ‘I recom- 
mend my confréres to try the remedy,’’ he 
says.—Brit. Med. Journ., Sept. 3, 1864, 


Obstinate Diarrhea and Hemorrhage from 
the Bowels cured at once by removal of a 
Polypus fromthe Rectum.—A litile girl aged 
54, had been attended by various medical 
men for obstinate purging and passage of 
blood in the stools, which had lasted six 
months. All the astringents in the Phar- 
macop@ia had been tried in vain, and the 
child was becoming much reduced. Dr. 
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W. Bathurst Woodman saw her for Dr. 
Ramskill on July 6, and diagnosed polypus 
of the rectum from her symptoms, but 
failed to discover it on a digital examination. 
But fourteen days after, he felt the growth, 
nearly 23 inches up the rectum, on its poste- 
rior wall, and in dragging it down, nicked it 
off with his nail. It had a very short, thick 
peduncle, was about the size of a fourpenny 
piece and button-like, about 4 inch in thick- 
ness, and consisted of fibro-cellular material, 
with mucous membrane like the uterine po- 
lypi (or “fibroid” or “‘ desmoid’’ tumours) 
one so often meets, with nucleated oat- 
shaped cells, and fibres. All hemorrhage 
and purging ceased from that date, and the 
child has now regained her usual health 
The mother had several times seen a “‘ red 
thing like a cherry’’ when the child had 
strained at stool.—Med. Times and Gaz., 
Nov. 5, 1864. 

Fowler’s Solution of Arsenic.—Dr. B. 
W. Ricuarpson, in his Medical History of 








FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


tonic in phthisis. Mr. John Jenkinson, of 
Oxford, was the first who employed it in 
chronic rheumatism, and he was soon after 
followed by Samuel Fothergill, a London 
physician, who resided in Leicester-square. 
Dr. Kinglake and Mr. White, of Bath, 
finally established the value of the arsenical 
solution in lepra, psoriasis, and other dis- 
eases of the skin. It is but just to the 
name of Mr. Hughes that this exposition of 
the discovery of Fowler’s solution should 
be given, and it is but equally just to the 
other members of the profession, named 
above, that the credit of their applications 
of the remedy should be awarded to them 
respectively. We are accustomed to speak 
of Fowler’s solution as though it belonged 
entirely to him, whereas, when all the facts 
are told, he had perhaps less to do with its 
invention and with the discovery of its 
virtues than any other physician whose 
attention was turned to arsenic as a remedy. 
Thus, ofien does mere accidental position 
give name and history, and it would be but 


England, gives (Med. Times and Gaz., $ just, in rectification of a long-prevailing and 
March 19, 1864) the following curious? great error, to call the well-known arsenical 
history of the invention of the solution of$ compound from this time forth ‘ Hughes’s 
Arsenite of Potassa, the credit of which ? solution.?”’ 


has been generally awarded to Dr. Thomas 
Fowler, of Stafford :— 

‘« The name of Fowler has been so inti- 
mately connected with the solution known 
as the Liquor potasse arsenitis, that a brief 
note of his connection with that preparation 
cannot but be interesting. In plain, then, 
at the time when Fowler went to Stafford, 
there was being introduced into England a 
solution called ‘ Dutch Drop,’ or ‘ Taste- 
less Ague Drop.’ This solution was ‘tried 
in Stafford in several cases of the prevailing 
disease, and was found successful. At that 
time Mr. Hughes, the grandfather of the 
present Mr. Robert Hughes, was House- 
Surgeon to the Stafford Infirmary, and. he, 
having examined the ‘drop,’ determined 
that it contained arsenic. Upon this he set 
to work to find a means of dissolving arsenic, 
and succeeded by the use of potash. He 
showed his solution to Dr. Fowler, who 
tried it, adopted it, and reported upon it 
favourably, upon which the medicine came 
into general repute under the name of 
Fowler’s solution. With the other applica- 
tions of this solution, Fowler had little to do. 
It was in ague only that he saw its value. 
Dr. Girdlestone, of Yarmouth, was the first 
physician who used the solution in lepra 
Dr. Beddoes was the first who used it as a 





Cement for Rooms.—An invention by M. 
Soret, of Paris, is stated to be superior to 
plaster of Paris for coating the walls of 
rooms. It is used in the following manner : 
A coat of oxide of zinc mixed with size 
made up like a wash, is first laid on the wall, 
ceiling, or wainscot, and over that a coat of 
chloride of zinc applied, being prepared in 
the same way as the first wash. The oxide 
and chloride effect an immediate combina- 
tion, and form a kind of cement, smooth 
and polished as glass, and possessing the 
advantages of oil paint, without its disad- 
vantages of smell.—Dublin Med. Press, 
Aug. 31, 1864. 

Medical Students in London.—It is 
stated in the Medical Times and Gazette 
(Oct. 22, 1864), that the entries of students 
at the London Hospitals is lower this year 
than in either 1863 or 1864. According to 
the list on Monday last, 302 new students 
had been registered, 325 second year men, 
and 353 third year. Guy’s still stands at 
the head of the list, next comes St. Bar- 
tholomew’s, then University College, then 
King’s College. The highest number 
entered at one school is 77, the lowest, at 
two hospitals, 9. 
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Bad Meat in London.—In the House of 
Commons, lately, Mr. Crawford said it 
appeared from the report of the Sanitary 
Committee of the city of London that in 
the twelve months ending September, 1863, 
not less than 114,000 Ibs. of diseased, and 
76,000 lbs. of putrid meat, were seized and 
condemned in the city of London. 

During the last quarter it is stated 
(British Medical Journal, Aug. 6, 1864) 
the officers have condemned 60,823 lbs. of 
meat as unfit for human food. 

“The chief increase was in the quantity 
of putrid meat, and of meat from animals 
that had died from accident or disease; for 
the former rose from an average of 6,503 lbs. 
in the quarter, to 28,186 Ibs., and the latter 
from 4,887 lbs. to 11,058 lbs. Nearly half 
of the putrid meat was condemned in the 
.third week of May, when the temperature 
suddenly rose to above 77° Fahrenheit. 
Amongst the items which contributed to 
this amount were 60 prairie-birds. Prairie- 
birds are largely imported from America ; 
and although they come here in apparently 
good condition, yet there is at times some- 
thing about them, either in the nature of 
the food which they have eaten or in the 
manner of their preservation, which makes 
them unwholesome. Again and again, it 
was reported that persons who had eaten 
the birds had been made ill by them, and 
had been affected with sickness and diar- 
rhea. Dr. Letheby, however, failed to dis- 
cover anything of a poisonous nature in the 
food or flesh of the birds; and was, there. 
fore, disposed to think that, like German 
sausages, they are occasionally subject to 
some peculiar kind of putrefactive change 
from the manner in which they have been 
kept.”’ 

An Excusable Error in Diagnosis.—A 
labourer received a blow on the thorax, spit 
blood, and complained of a severe pain in 
the front of the chest. The physician con- 
sulied attributed the hemoptysis to the 
blow he had received. This, however, 
was a complete error, illustrating the fact 
that the sources of error are so numerous 
in medicine that the observer must always 
think twice before pr ing an opini 
This man. afier receiving the blow, while 
slaking his thirst, had swallowed a leech, 
which fixed itself behind the tonsil, and 





gave rise to the discharge of blood. It; 
could only be detached by drawing in fumes ; 
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of tobacco by the mouth.— Med. Times and 
Gaz., Oct. 22, from L’ Union Méd., No. 95. 


Alcohol as Food.—Dr. Bricneteav lately 
treated a boy suffering from diphtheria; 
tracheotomy was considered necessary, and 
subsequently the patient refused all food 
save sugared wine. For a whole month he 
took daily one bottle and a half of wine, and 
two ounces of rum. 

Criminal Poisoning in Paris.—By a re- 
turn obtained by M. Cuevax.igr, it results 
that the following were the number of cases 
of criminal poisoning convicted before the 
Paris Parquet in the ten years 1853-62 :— 
Poisoning by phosphorus, 154; by arsenic, 
172; by sulphate of copper, 71; by sul- 
phuric acid, 28; by verdigris, 23; by can- 
tharides, 17; by opium, 8; and by various 
other substances, 42—making a total of 
515 cases. From this document it results 
that phosphorus is far more frequently em- 
ployed than is generally believed, being. 
second in rank only to arsenic. Besides 
these 515 convictions, there were 910 cases 
in which no conviction took place, and 525 
in which it was not deemed necessary to 
institute proceedings: but in these two 
categories the nature of the poison em- 
ployed is not specified.—Med. Times and 
Gaz., Nov. 12, 1864. 

A Multitude of Counsellors.—In 1599 
Henri Quatre had no fewer than sixty-five 
medical men of different kinds to take care 
of his health ; viz., a head physician; an 
ordinary physician; eight district physi- 
cians; fifteen consulting-physicians; a 
doctor to superintend distillations; four 
apothecaries; a distilling apothecary; a 
head surgeon ; a surgeon in ordinary ; eight 
district’ surgeons; nine other surgeons; 
two bone-setters; one operator for the 
stone; an oculist; and a head barber, 
assisted by eight district barbers. In this 
list are not included the doctors in the ser- 
vice of Marguérite de Valois, and of Marie 
de Medicis.— British Medical Journal, June 
4, 1864, 

Osrrvary Recorp.—The German jour- 
nals announce the death of Heinrich Miller, 
Professor of Medicine at Wirzburg. He 
was cut off by erysipelas. Also died, on 
May 13th, at Gottingen, Rudolph Wagner, 
the well-known physiologist.—TIbid. 
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